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[bookmark: _myugkzlg1r7z]Before the Children Enter: Classroom Preparation Checklist
(Link to blog: My First Classroom: What I Wish I Knew Before Setting Up)
[bookmark: _cmpo3u6spzzz]Organisation & Independence
☐ Table names or numbers decided
 ☐ Seating plan prepared (flexible if needed)
 ☐ Cubby holes / trays / pegs labelled
 ☐ Photos or symbols used where appropriate (EYFS / SEND)

[bookmark: _bkrm137vxu58]Resources & Labelling
☐ Drawers, shelves, and baskets clearly labelled
 ☐ Visual labels used alongside words
 ☐ Frequently used resources within easy reach
 ☐ Systems in place for returning equipment
 ☐ Basic resources ready: pens, pencils, paper, timers, whiteboard pens, whiteboards, and any essential equipment

[bookmark: _cdrycr2sawwf]Room Layout & Flow
☐ All pupils can see the board and teacher
 ☐ Clear walkways and defined learning areas
 ☐ Furniture positioned to reduce unnecessary movement
 ☐ Calm or quiet area considered (where appropriate)

[bookmark: _qc3vv56yrlii]Displays & Learning Walls
☐ Displays kept purposeful and uncluttered
 ☐ Space left for pupil work and learner voice
 ☐ Working walls planned, not finished
 ☐ “Work in Progress” areas clearly signposted
 ☐ Displays designed to support learning, not decorate



[bookmark: _tuxmsfjzxvvp][bookmark: _ttyk0wy0f10v][bookmark: _k8sffnv8tf2c]
Routines & Transitions
☐ Entry routine decided (music, reading, greeting, starter task)
 ☐ Morning atmosphere planned (e.g. calm music vs quiet focus)
 ☐ Expectations for sitting, talking, and starting work clear
 ☐ Exit and transition routines planned
 ☐ Early finisher expectations prepared
 ☐ Visual timetable / now–next prompts ready

[bookmark: _gfvk1c3zyldt]Attention & Communication
☐ Attention signal chosen (bell, clap, hand up, call-and-response)
 ☐ Signal planned to be taught and practised
 ☐ Voice level expectations considered

[bookmark: _lvug9b35zg1]Classroom Climate
☐ Environment feels calm and welcoming
 ☐ Sensory load considered
 ☐ Personal touches kept minimal and meaningful
 ☐ Purpose prioritised over perfection
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